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About International Alert

International Alert works with people directly affected by conflict to build
lasting peace. We focus on solving the root causes of conflict with people
from across divides. From the grassroots to policy level, we bring people
together to build sustainable peace.

www.international-alert.org

Acknowledgements

This introduction was written by Rasha Halat of the Centre for Lebanese
Studies, with contributions from Caline Saad, llina Slavova and Ruth Simpson
of International Alert. We would like to thank the Safe to Learn global
initiative, hosted by the End Violence Partnership, for funding this project.
Without this support these learning papers would not have been possible.

International Alert is also grateful for the support from our key funding
partners: the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Irish Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade; and the Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency. The opinions expressed in this brief do not necessarily reflect the
opinions or policies of our donors.

Published July 2022

© International Alert 2022. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying,
recording or otherwise, without full attribution.

Layout: DR ink

Cover: © Rassco/Adobe Stock


http://www.international-alert.org

Introduction

This series of learning papers developed by the Centre for
Lebanese Studies captures and collates the knowledge

and learning gained through the Safe to Learn project in
Lebanon. This project is part of the global Safe to Learn
initiative dedicated to ending violence in and through schools.
The aim of these learning papers is to share the learning
about promoting a safe learning environment at non-formal
education centers." The learning papers are primarily for
educators working with children and are publicly available to
all stakeholders to help those working in learning centres to
create safe environments in and around their centres. The
ultimate goal is to help influence and advance both policy
and practice in relation to violence prevention.

Violence against children (VAC) is one of the most serious
social problems, not only in Lebanon, but all over the world.
In addition to being a violation of children’s rights, VAC

is considered a major global public health concern that
threatens the safety and wellbeing of children everywhere.’
Around one billion children experience violence every year

in all its different forms — physical, emotional and sexual
abuse and neglect.? As revealed through the documented
numbers, the reported cases of violence against children

are staggering. A World Vision report®, which was based

on a mixed-method national study, reveals that three out

of four children (which adds up to around 3 billion children
worldwide) are exposed to violent child discipline (VCD).

As for the Middle East and North Africa region, the report
shows that 85% of the children aged 2-14 are subjected to
VCD. Most common forms of violence are those exercised at
home followed by those exercised at school.# These alarming
numbers had pushed the international community to raise

a red flag and announce child protection as one of its main
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

At the national level, Lebanon has witnessed an escalation in
the problem of violence against children in the past decade due
to spillover effect of the Syrian conflict that started in 2011.5In
2021, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) published
a report that shows an alarming increase in the number of
reported cases of violence against children and warns that due
to the deepening crises in the country, 50% of the children are
at serious risk of physical, emotional or social violence.®

1 Non-formal education centres are alternative pathways that were set up
to meet the needs of the vulnerable children in Lebanon. They mostly offer
academic support and psychosocial support.
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After public schools opened classes for Syrian refugee
children, the number of students in public schools has
doubled with around an equal number (210,000) of Lebanese
students and Syrian students being enrolled.” Due to this
increase in numbers, more and more teachers who are
“struggling to cope” have started resorting to corporal
punishment.® Many of those teachers who had used different
forms of corporal punishment were never questioned, where
until 2014, teachers were exempted “from liability for inflicting
‘culturally accepted' level of physical pain on children in the
name of discipline”.? This lack of liability has pushed some
marginalized students, such as Syrian refugees, to drop out
of school and join non-formal education centers to avoid the
different forms of violence and abuse.™

The Safe to Learn project

To materialise SDG 16.2 on ending “abuse, exploitation,
trafficking and all forms of violence against and torture of
children” by 2030, the UN Secretary General launched the
Global Partnership and Fund to End Violence Against Children
in 2016 as the sole entity to focus on this SDG. In the spirit
of the End Violence Fund, the Safe to Learn global initiative
was launched in 2016. The growing coalition behind this
initiative includes major partners such as the United Nations
Education, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO),
UNICEF, the UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development
Office (FCDQ), the World Health Organization (WHO), among
many others.

The initiative aims at bringing together partners from both
the education and child-protection communities in hope of
finding collaborative approaches to keep children safe in and
around schools. Due to the key role schools play in the life of
a child, they have been identified as one of the major settings
for conducting programmes that aim at violence prevention
such as the Safe to Learn project in Lebanon. The ultimate
goal of the initiative is to end all forms of violence in and
around schools, so that “children are free to learn, thrive and
pursue their dreams”.

Globally, 15 countries have endorsed the Safe to Learn

Call to Action, which aims at ending violence in and

around schools by working directly with governments, civil
society organisations, communities, teachers, and children
themselves. Lebanon was one of the countries, which were
first to endorse the call. In the spirit of that call to action, the
Safe to Learn project was launched by International Alert

in October 2020. International Alert collaborated with four
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partners — Basmeh & Zeitooneh, Sawa for Development

and Aid, Damma Association and the Centre for Lebanese
Studies — for over a year to identify the best practices
adopted by each organisation within its own context.

The ultimate aim behind the collaborative effort was to
identify practical recommendations on how to create a safe
environment for children in and around schools and non-
formal education centres, and share these recommendations
with stakeholders working in education and child protection.

From practice to learning

The research team at the Centre for Lebanese Studies, in
coordination with the other project partners, has worked
on generating and collecting evidence by conducting an
appreciative inquiry study. In one component of the study, the
researchers conducted semi-structured interviews around
the best practices adopted by teachers, administrators and
protection team officers at six non-formal education centers.
The work centred on practices within the non-formal education
centres as they host the most vulnerable refugee children in
Lebanon, and prepare them for joining the formal education
system. Moreover, several of the NGOs that run these non-
formal education centres have established child protection
policies and implemented initiatives to test and try new
approaches to VAC prevention. It is also known that non-formal
education centres in Lebanon have more autonomy in decision
making regarding what programmes to engage in, unlike the
public schools that have to abide by decisions made by the
Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

Based on the analysis of the interviews with the non-formal
education centers’ staff, certain needs were identified and
were shared with project partners. Staff from the partner
organisations agreed on four themes that they would like to
investigate further together based on their shared experiences.
Accordingly, four facilitated learning circles (FLCs) were
conducted to explore the selected themes. The participating
educators from the non-formal education centres shared their
experiences and together came up with recommendations to
be shared with other educators in similar contexts. The themes
of the four FLCs are focused on positive discipline, teachers’
wellbeing, supporting safe learning for children with learning
challenges and child safeguarding. The ideas resulting from
the FLC discussions were collated and presented in the four
learning paper under this series.
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Additional sources

End Violence Against Children website: https:/www.end-violence.org/

World Health Organization, School-based violence prevention: A practical handbook, Switzerland, 2019, https://apps.who.int/iris/
handle/10665/324930

Endnotes

N. Kyegombe, L.M. Banks, S. Kelly et al, How to conduct good quality research on violence against children with disabilities: key ethical, measurement, and
research principles, BMC Public Health 19(1133), 2019, https://doi.org/10.1186/s12889-019-7456-z

Ibid.

World Vision, Violent child discipline in Lebanon: A mixed method national study, 2019, https://www.wvi.org/publications/report/lebanon/violent-child-
discipline-lebanon-full-report

UNICEF, Annual results report 2017: Child protection, 2017, https://www.unicef.org/media/47761/file/Child_Protection_2017_Annual_Results_Report.pdf
Insan Association, Unprotected childhood: The experiences of Lebanese and non-Lebanese children in abuse, maltreatment and discrimination in Lebanon,
2014, https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/sites/default/files/documents/unprotected-childhood-report-insan.pdf

UNICEEF, Violent beginnings: Children growing up in Lebanon'’s crisis, 2021, https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/reports/violent-beginnings

Human Rights Watch, | don't want my child to be beaten, 2019, https://www.hrw.org/report/2019/05/13/i-dont-want-my-child-be-beaten/corporal-
punishment-lebanons-schools

UNICEF Lebanon, Working to end violence against children, 2016, https://www.unicef.org/lebanon/unicef-lebanon-working-end-violence-against-children
Human Rights Watch, 2019, Op. cit.

M. Shuayb, N. Makkouk and S. Tuttunji, Widening access to quality education for Syrian refugees: The role of private and NGO sectors in Lebanon, Centre
for Lebanese Studies, 2014, https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/168-widening-access-to-quality-educationfor-syrian-refugees-
final-26-9-2014.pdf

Safe to Learn: Introduction to the learning papers International Alert | 5



International Alert m [international-alert
London, United Kingdom

+44 (0)20 7627 6800 0

info@international-alert.org
www.international-alert.org

@intalert

: : ﬂ [internationalAlert
Registered charity no. 327553 b i 4



https://www.international-alert.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-alert/
https://twitter.com/intalert
https://www.facebook.com/InternationalAlert

