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Call for Expressions of Interest 

Terms of Reference 
  
Starting date:	 		September 2024
Application deadline:		25 August 2024
Location:			Home-based  
Language requirements: 	English  
Duration of assignment:  	Up to 20 days
 
 
About International Alert

International Alert’s purpose is to support a sustainable and inclusive end to violence. In line with this mission, we believe in economies that also support lasting solutions to violence (‘peace economies’). We facilitate socially inclusive partnerships across communities, NGOs, businesses, governments and development finance institutions for peace positive impacts. At the global level, International Alert has over 20 years’ experience supporting multinational businesses and governments to apply conflict sensitive and peace positive business practices throughout their scoping, decision-making, implementation and phasing out. This includes conflict sensitive stakeholder engagements, grievance mechanisms and human rights due diligence. We also conduct research on trends and dynamics surrounding these business activities. Following our research that outlined risks around green energy investments in fragile and conflict affected states, Alert is stepping up its efforts to work with relevant and interested investors, government institutions, development finance institutions and businesses to provide hands-on support with peace positive practices.

About PeaceNexus
 
PeaceNexus provides services that strengthen the effectiveness of organisations that play a role in building peace. Based across Switzerland, West Africa, Central Asia, Southeast Asia and the Western Balkans, our team of 25 works with local partners who are well positioned to address specific conflict risks. Alongside our Organisational Development support for peacebuilding actors and capacity building for Conflict Sensitivity with international actors, the Business Engagement service advises companies and investors to improve the social impact of their operations and investments in fragile and conflict affected settings. Our focus areas include conflict sensitive business practices, human rights, supply chain and customer due diligence and stakeholder engagement. 

Project overview

With global renewable energy capacity projected to double over the next five years, reaching set global energy targets hinges on harnessing the untapped clean energy potential of developing markets. However, promising opportunities are often situated in conflict-affected settings[footnoteRef:2], where complex social dynamics create risks that traditional investment tools and practices are ill-equipped to address and mitigate. This initiative, led by PeaceNexus and International Alert, seeks to explore the practical challenges facing renewable energy investors in fragile settings and support the investment capabilities and processes needed to help them realise both financial and peace-positive returns. [2:  Research by PeaceNexus and International Alert has highlighted renewable energy investment prospects in fragile contexts like DRC, Morocco, Ethiopia, Kenya: Peace Nexus (2023). Towards a Peaceful Green Energy Transition; International Alert (2022). The Impact of the Green Energy Transition on Peace and Security; European Peacebuilding Liaison Office. (2024). The Green Transition and Peace: Existing Initiatives and Experiences.] 


The initiative will convene key investor and policy stakeholders from the green energy and peacebuilding sectors for a series of strategic conversations. 

The goal will be to collaboratively identify and address investors’ most pressing needs. It will also contribute to a wider system change around peace positive investment by highlighting policy recommendations to remove external investment barriers and market constraints and generating examples of best practice for peace positive investment in fragile settings. The initiative complements wider peace positive investment initiatives by seeking to unlock concrete progress with a set of self-selected investors in renewable energy.

Scope of consultancy

This project will involve a practical and participatory journey that is delivered through a multi-stakeholder project team involving PeaceNexus, International Alert, investors and policymakers. This journey will be co-designed, guided and facilitated by the selected consultant(s).

The selected consultants are expected to support the following steps:
1) Process design: Co-creating a work plan for investor, policymaker and other relevant stakeholder engagements, together with PeaceNexus and International Alert. This should respond to the project’s vision and goal. It includes ensuring the process is relevant to the specific interests, incentives and constraints of each stakeholder.

2) Facilitating engagements: Preparing and leading an initial one-on-one engagement with investors to set the scene, understand their investment experience and capture their process expectations/interests. This will be followed by up to 4 rounds of collective strategic engagements (around ~2 hours each) with investors and policy actors to identify successful examples of peace positive investments, investors’ challenges and needs, external barriers to investment, and to build consensus on concrete and tailored investor and policy actions for investing in renewable energy in fragile settings. It is anticipated that the project will engage with 3-4 investors, alongside relevant government policymakers and development finance institutions. Engagements will predominantly be undertaken remotely.

3) Findings and recommendations: The project will result in a short paper summarising investor needs and opportunities to realise peace positive renewable energy investments in fragile settings, alongside recommendations for policy and best practice. This should be accompanied by a redacted public-facing summary which presents broad policy and practice issues and contributes to wider policy debates.

Depending on the conversations, the report could incorporate, for example:
· Challenges around investing in renewable energy in fragile settings
· Peace positive practice examples and any key success factors
· Co-created recommendations incorporating:
· Investor needs (e.g. partnerships, capacity, tools)
· Policy solutions to remove external barriers to investment
· Research to fill knowledge gaps
· Examples of best practice

4) Strategy development: Participating in a follow up session to co-design a theory of change and plan through which PeaceNexus and International Alert could effectively address identified needs and contribute to wider efforts for a system change around peace positive renewable energy investment.
 
Timing and budget  
 
The estimated duration of the consultancy is up to 20 working days, to be conducted in the period between September and December 2024.  
 
Selection criteria 

· Relevant experience
· Previous work or familiarity with structuring private investments for projects in developing markets; 
· Previous experience in the renewable energy sector, with a focus on investment in developing markets;
· Previous work or familiarity with international finance institutions, development finance institutions, or similar multilateral funds;
· Proven track record in facilitating multi-stakeholder engagements.
· Peace/conflict background is a plus. 

· Skills and competencies:
· Experience in process design and the ability to co-create engagement outlines with partners;
· Relationship building skills, including the ability to quickly establish trust and understand stakeholders individual needs, constraints and incentives;
· Strong facilitation skills, including the ability to lead strategic conversations and manage diverse stakeholder groups, especially private sector actors;
· Strategic thinking with the ability to develop actionable recommendations and policy insights;
· Exceptional communication skills, both written and verbal, in English.

This assignment can be undertaken remotely.

Application process 
 
Please follow this link to submit your CV and letter of interest in English. The closing date for all applications is the 25th of August, 2024.
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